
OLVER ANNOUNCES CONGRESS HAS RESTORED LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION FOR MASSACHUSETTS DAIRY FARMERS

  
             WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced             today that the final federal budget package includes language to             make Massachusetts farmers eligible for the Farm Service Agency's             Livestock Compensation Program.

             The language is included in the Omnibus Appropriations Conference             Report approved by the House and Senate last night. The measure is             the final budget compromise for fiscal year 2003, which began in             October 2002.

             The language allows the state's 248 dairy operations to apply             for the compensation retroactively. Olver and other legislators pushed             to have the language included in the final spending bill to restore             livestock compensation for the state's dairy farmers affected             by drought.

             "             Restoring this crucial compensation money to our farmers has been             a high priority of mine," Olver said. "Dairy farmers             have been struggling with the affects of a drought, high feed costs             and low milk prices. I am glad that our efforts to deliver this relief             to farmers have finally paid off."

             The Massachusetts farmers did not receive compensation last fall             under the Farm Service Agency's Livestock Compensation Program because             crop assessment data was not yet available to accurately assess crop             damage. Further, the state was not notified in a timely manner of             the deadline for the Livestock Compensation Program.

             On December 19, 2002, Olver organized a letter to U.S. Department             of Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman requesting a meeting to discuss             the extenuating circumstances that led to Massachusetts being left             out of the Livestock Compensation Program. Olver had also sent a             letter on October 10, 2002 asking Secretary Veneman to extend the             deadline, but that request was denied.
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